
USE & CONDITION OF THE WALK

WEATHER

The weather has generally been fine and sunny with temperatures climbing to 25C towards the end
of the month. It has been quite windy this month with spells of overnight rain.

OBSERVATIONS
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Sunny days and Bank Holidays have brought people out in even greater numbers than last month
and the walk seems to be a favourite with visitors and locals alike. Fishermen have also been taking
advantage of the sunny weather.

On one occasion a year group of children (there must have been about 90 in all) from Vauvert
School were seen walking around with their teachers and helpers. This was part of their “Streams
and Rivers” project. They must come every year because their leader commented on the level of
the reservoir being much higher than last year. They were all well behaved and seemed to be
enjoying themselves. Following around in the way they had come it was pleasing to note that there
was not a piece of litter to be seen. The path is in a good state, firm and dry.

At the beginning of the month the Bluebells were at their very best and were
absolutely stunning. By the end of the month there is little trace of them
and bracken is growing up in their place; it is already very tall. The pink of
the Red Campion is predominant all around the walk. Foxgloves are also in
flower (left). Pockets of other colours show in different areas; the Yellow
Flag Iris edge the water, the delicate white of the Hemlock Water Dropwort
in the boggy areas and yellow Buttercups along the sunnier spots.

Less obvious flowers include the Figwort, Thyme-leaved Speedwell, pretty blue Germander
Speedwell and Shepherd’s Purse with delicate flowers and characteristic purse-shaped fruit. Garlic
Mustard, Smith’s Pepperwort and Common Vetch are to be found on the roadside, Honeysuckle
flowers provide food for insects and provide a pleasant scent to counter the rural odour of the
manure-spreading machine!

The most numerous butterflies are by far the Speckled Wood but Red Admiral(below right), Large
White and Holly Blue Butterflies are also frequently seen.

The trees are nearly in full leaf, making areas of the walk dark and
shady. Elderflowers are abundant, as are the Hawthorn flowers. The
Holly trees too have been flowering but the flowers were soon over.

The Apple tree blossom made its appearance at the end of the month.
Sycamore flowers appear in hanging clusters and Ash keys and Lime
fruits are forming.



After the nights of rain, fungi have been springing up and again prove difficult to identify although
there have been a lot of Inkcaps, Russulas, Blushers, Jelly Ear and Penny Top. A spectacular Dryad's
Saddle has also been spotted.

The fish have been very active this month and really interesting to watch. Scores of large fish have
been observed in areas of Bistort growth. Speaking to a fisherman, we have found out that they
are Carp which are breeding.

Long-tailed Tits have been seen in good numbers and vocal Chaffinches are frequently heard along
with the Robin's alarm call. Blackbirds, Woodpigeons, Magpies and Crows are numerous.

Mallards are still appearing with large broods of small ducklings and occasionally we see two or
three ducklings, which are thriving. There are three broods of Coot in various spots around the
water and it has been interesting to watch the three from the nest just below the wall. All three
chicks are thriving, they have lost their “punk-look” reddish heads, which were a great camouflage
amongst the Bistort shoots, and are now quite big with greyish-white breasts. The Black Swan has
been an occasional visitor. Grey Herons are not often seen but two were spotted mid-month on
the bank below the farmer's field where cows graze.

Cormorants are busy fishing; one enterprising bird caught two fish in a matter of seconds. The
highlight on the water on 29th May was the emergence of a family of Little Grebe, with three
young. The three little ones were swimming and calling to their parents who were busily catching
fish for the hungry trio. It will be interesting to watch their progress in the following month. A good
end to a very interesting month at the Millennium Walk.
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