
USE & CONDITION OF THE WALK

WEATHER

The month has been predominantly dry and sunny with cold temperatures initially, but with the
continued sunshine the air temperatures rose as the month wore on. Despite having very little rain
the dam was overflowing for the majority of the month and Les Padin's Stream has been fast flowing.

OBSERVATIONS
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It remains very popular with locals and an increasing number of visitors, one from as far afield as
Arizona. The visitors all seem very keen to talk when they see the warden's badge and without
exception have been complimentary about the Island in general and the Millennium Walk in
particular. Sunday afternoons are a favourite time and on one particularly sunny Sunday afternoon
the car park was overflowing and there were four more cars parked in the road. Fishermen have
been seen on the dam throughout the month. The path has dried up very well and only small
quantities of litter have been found.

Fallen petals of the Bullace and Wild Cherry blossom add a touch of romance - looking like confetti
on the path. On 20th March the first Bluebells were opening followed a few days later by the
Three-cornered Garlic.

The trees are greening up as leaf buds unfurl. Although the Oaks tend to take their time, one part
of a tree in a well-sheltered spot was positively blooming. Ash buds lost their sootiness as they
burst to release their floral parts and the bright red flowers of the Elm made a brief but showy
appearance early on in the month. Copious quantities of Monterey Pine pollen fell on the still
waters of the reservoir.

Amphibious Bistort buds are emerging above the water and fresh floating leaves are released.
Some fungi appeared - Amanita gemmata were seen in a couple of spots, Jelly Ear was seen on
dead Elm and a well-manured field adjacent to the path was covered in hundreds of Ink Caps.

With the warm weather and plentiful supplies of nectar, the insects are seen in increasing numbers
and the almost ungainly Bumble Bees fly from flower to flower whilst the solitary mining bees
burrow away at the earth banks. Little Grebe have been seen and heard throughout the month,
on one occasion a Little Grebe was being “bullied” by a Coot.

During the sunny days the path has looked stunning with a blaze of yellow
from the Lesser Celandine, Primrose and Daffodils. The publicity in the
Guernsey Press at the end of last month seems to have had an effect and the
Daffodils have been left for all to enjoy. The Spring flowers are at their
best – Violets, Red Campion, Musk Stork’s-bill, Gorse, Grape Hyacinth, Ground
Ivy, Common and Ramping Fumitory, Dandelions, Wild Radish, Lords & Ladies
(left), Shepherd’s Purse, Alexanders, Arum Lily Spikes and Herb Robert adding
colour at every turn.



The waters of the Reservoir have been much quieter than usual and there has been a noticeable
absence of female Mallards. Empty Mallard egg shells have been seen in a few places along the
path. Finally on the last day of the month a female Mallard and her twelve young ducklings were
seen. On the water a Black Swan(below right)has been present on two occasions, also Tufted
Ducks and the usual Coots and Moorhens. Cormorants and Herons have been rare sightings this
month compared with March 2008 when eight Cormorants, two Herons and a Little Egret were
seen after the Reservoir had been restocked by the Guernsey Fisheries people.

Gulls too have been less than last month, the females are probably on the
cliffs sitting on their eggs. Black-headed Gulls were seen flying and
squabbling (with Herring Gulls) overhead after a nearby field had been
ploughed.

In the woods and trees, Chiffchaff, Greenfinch, Great Tits, Blue Tits, Long-
tailed Tits and Wrens as well as the Blackbirds, Thrushes, Wood Pigeons,
Crows and Magpies are all in good voice with the song birds vying for their
favourite spot at the top of the tallest trees to sing to the world.

A Grey Wagtail was seen at the water’s edge on one occasion.  The highlight was seeing Swallows
feeding on the wing on the 25th of the month. With the beautiful weather we have been
experiencing it would be easy to be fooled into thinking that summer is here. On the other hand
the flowers, blossom, ducklings and lambs gambolling around a field adjacent to the walk all tell
us that Spring has well and truly arrived.
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