WEATHER

It has been generally very sunny and warm with s@tteng easterly
winds. These conditions, together with the lackah, have resulted in
a significant drop in the water level in the reseirvand some of the
plants in the more exposed areas now look ‘tiredihe scent of
Honeysuckle, Privet and Pine has been heady andsdloverpowering
in the heat.

USE & CONDITION OF THE WALK

It has been well-used by joggers, dog walkersgfistan as well as local and visiting walkers. Two
Duke of Edinburgh Award groups were seen one morsingggling with their ample backpacks in
the heat. A group of Blanchelande Junior pupils werkeduled to visit the reservoir on the one
wet afternoon of the month but, hopefully, they weiable to call before the end of their term.

The path was strimmed early in the month leaving ftath nicely cleared. The dry weather has
enabled the damp areas to dry out and, by the lasek, the path had become quite dusty. Visitors
continue to have respect for the walk and littewéd has been low.

OBSERVATIONS

There have been many gulls, including Lesser Blackel Gulls, taking advantage of the cool
water. Other water birds seen include a number akylag Geese, Little Egret, Grey Heron,
Common Sandpiper, a humber of Cormorants and a Bfe#n — our occasional visitor. The
Mallards appear to be breeding profusely and fangilgups of up to 13 ducklings have been seen.

One interesting and unusual observation — a whitallstd was
escorting her brood, four of which were yellowwlas a real delight
to watch a parent Little Grebe fish and proceedéded its young, at
close quarters, one morning. At the end of the mort Moorhen

and two chicks were found amongst the Amphibiougdsis The

birdsong has been quite uplifting. Wrens and Rolans friendly

and appear unafraid of humans.

Fewer Swallows were observed but there was a sighai a female Bullfinch. Insect life has been
colourful with Dragonflies, Red Admiral, Paintedy.and Speckled Wood Butterflies in evidence.
Cuckoo Spit was found largely on Honeysuckle.

Given the dry weather, it is surprising to find fimbout with good specimens of Dryad’s Saddle,
Blusher, Brown Roll Fungi and a very unusual-loakmegon a log in the western car park which
took the appearance of spilt custard but becamerga when injured and with age. This was
later identified as Slime Mould — Fuligo sepfiabove left)

Silver Birch catkins made an attractive sight. Lameé Hawthorn fruit were found and elsewhere
Cherry fruit ripened and fell. Sadly, some Elms hHaweed brown due to Dutch Elm disease.



The prevailing colour as you walk the path is greetthere are splashes of pink with Herb Robert,
Red Campion, Bramble, Common Mallow, Amphibious Bislossom and the first florets of
Calamint. Galingale’s inflorescence is a subtlaliddbrown but it is a handsome marshy plant
and can be found in a number of spots on the wadven along the roadside! A number of Aspen
trees are growing we(lprevious page, top right)

The Byzantine or Easter Gladiolus flower spikesli@aa@€écultivation, almost seem gaudy and out
of place but make a striking statement with thegep magenta colour. Bittersweet is in flower but
it can be often overlooked. Seen under a hand lésgJowers with purple petals and yellow bases
are spectacular.

Thus, to the discerning eye, there is still a grdedl to be seen and discovered as you pass througl
the reservoir, no matter what time of the year yohose.

Rhiannon Cook, Val Bloese




