WEATHER

There was an early cold snap with ground fr@gght) followed by
stormy conditions mid-month and considerable raihfThe streams
feeding the reservoir are fast-flowing and carryt svhich causes
discolouring to the reservoir water. The level aiter is at its highest :
and water has been overflowing the dam through tentral arch at &
a spectacular rate for the majority of the month. L

USE OF THE WALK

During the first few days of the year while peoplere still on holiday the walk was very heavily
used. On one occasion twenty seven people werentzdienjoying the open air. One group of six
visitors said that they have been coming to Gueynaethis time every year for the last five years
and always look forward to doing this walk agairerEw the latter part of the month with heavy
rain and the muddy state of the walk, it is stdlibg used by joggers, fishermen, walkers and dog
owners.

CONDITION OF THE WALK

The path was dry and firm over the period of harost but soon became soft, muddy and very
slippery. In the middle of the month after stronglgs the path was littered with small branches
and debris brought down by the wind. It is, at tn@ment, a walk for sure-footed individuals with
waterproof footwear!

OBSERVATIONS

Fewer fungi seen but the month closed with the apmace of a small
colony of Russet Tough-shank (Collybia dryophila a rather

handsome specimen of Jewelled Amanita (Amanita gatajnon the

bank at the Neuf Chemin entrance to the reservegether with the

almost perennial Turkeytail (Trametes versicolorpvgng on dead
trunks defining the pathway.

A month following the first sighting of the femafgreat Spotted Woodpecker, it was seen and
heard again on the 7th of January. The sound ofhdasow drumming was the first indication of
its presence and then it was clearly seen on a deael near to cultivated land on the right of the
walk just after Padin's Stream.

Flocks of Herring and Great Black-backed Gullscanedf frequently sheltering in the reservoir.
Cormorants, standing in a line like sentries on plomtoon and speedy Little Grebes have been in
evidence on all visits — both species have beem saively fishing.

Moorhens were always a common sight in the sumnreat autumn but during December they
were few and far between, now they have been spdtigain more regularly.



There have been fewer sightings of Grey Helfeft) and when one was
observed, it looked a rather thin and scrawny spesm. Teal, Tufted
Ducks (9 on one occasion) and Pochard have beétesigrequently.
At the beginning of the month a female Shoveler wasn followed ten
days later by a male, quite distinctive with theery large beaks. Also,
at the beginning of the month, a thin layer of ia&s evident on the
‘middle arm’ of the reservoir.

Goldcrest and Dunnock have been observed as well &ng Thrush in full concert — madly
bidding spring to make its way, perhaps? On thklfiesurrounding the reservoir a group of about
half a dozen Lapwings were seen feeding.

The frosty weather at the beginning of the montheated many plants including Alexanders, Red
Campion, Nettles and Pennywort. Elder buds justir@gg to unfurl were shrivelled up with the
frost. The damage doesn't appear to be long-ternd ghants are beginning to rouse themselves
as the weather warms up.

Yellow Flag leaves stand upright at the water'seed¢lder and Honeysuckle buds are opening to
green up the vista and Cuckoo Pint, Primrose, Bllidde@ves and vy Berri¢previous page, left)
on path edges reveal themselves tantalisingly.

Pussy Willow (Salix caprea) buds have a wonderfighcate, fluffy texture and comforting
appearance whilst the Hazel (Corylus avellena)icsatitutter in the breeze. The blossom of Red
Campion and Gorse are, at last, being joined waldrave ones of Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus
ficaria), Snowdrop, Primrose (on the roadside) &atfodil (in the field adjacent to the walk). It is

a pleasingly promising way to finish the month.

Rhiannon Cook, Val Bloese




