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WEATHER

February’s weather was one of two halves. Guerrs®y a surprising fall of snow for a couple of
days at the start of the month which was followeg heavy rain until the third week. At that point,
the sun came out and it remained dry and warm te #&nd of the month. It was most welcome
and served to hasten the onset of Spring.

USE & CONDITION OF THE WALK

The path was heavily used throughout the monthwéts relatively
free of litter but muddy and waterlogged for almdsto weeks. The
bridge became blocked as a tree fell directly ifttacausing some
damage to one part of the rail. That did not appé&adeter intrepid
users who resorted to paddling through the streaotarding to the
tell-tale footprints in the mud! Over the half terihwas a delight as
children’s excited voices could be heard echoinguad the walk.
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OBSERVATIONS

As a result of the rainfall, the streams were rumpirapidly and the dam was overflowing all
sections — a rare sight. The snow gave the resamasther magical feel and as it disappeared the
handkerchief-sized remnants in the bronze brackewokton an attractive roan appearance.

The birds have been in full voice with Song Thrastied Robins being particularly audible and
visible. Wrens, Dunnocks, Great Tits, Long-tdilesland Goldcrest were seen in flight during the
month as the bare branches allowed good visibilityfted Ducks (10 at one time), Little Grebe (7
on one occasion - pictured below right), Cormoraitsrring Gulls, Great Black-backed, Coot anc
Moorhens were frequently observed. A rather bedrighGrey Heron was seen at the bank of a
stream but not one was seen in the reservoir thismnth.

On the 12th of February two Teal were seen andftiilowing day a
female Mallard emerged from the vegetation near tluerelict

farmhouse and ushered 13 ducklings onto the watdrey seemed to
be healthy and strong and proceeded to swim vigatguand

confidently. However, they have not been seen sitiw time.

Crows were seen chasing rabbits in a nearby fleégtrel have been seen hovering on a couple of
occasions and 3 Buzzards gathered high above therveat Friday 25th.

Insects were more apparent near the water surfacksh leaping to feed upon them. Bees have
been busy feeding off the nectar of the Gorse flosve

There are not many fungi to be seen at this timeh# year but an Amanita gemmata remained
by the Neuve Rue entrance, and not too far away gelatinous bright yellow Yellow Brain —
Tremella meserterica — was found on fallen brancbiedead Ivy.



Spring flowers are coming into their own with Proses, Snowdrops,
Crocuses, Lesser Celandine, Common Speedwell, Redi-rattle,
Chickweed, Petty Spurge and Hairy Bittercress aetlge of the path, not
far from a healthy flowering Christmas Rose - Hbaltes niger(right). Two
species of Violets — Common Dog Violet and Swex¢t\4 were in flower
close to one another.

The Stinking Hellebore, a Channel Island recoakdd unwell throughout last year and although
it has not flowered it has survived and producedwieaves recently. The ground was littered with
empty Marble Galls which have fallen from Oak breesc Glancing upwards the flaming red twigs
of the Common Lime, prolific frothy pink and creaatkins of Aspen and the pollen-laden male
cones of Monterey Pine caught the eye. The shrultbteees along the walk appear to be waking
from their winter slumber - the buds of Blackthormriting into flower and those of the Grey

Poplar, Oak, Ash and Silver Birch about to break.

Rhiannon Cook, Val Bloese



