
USE & CONDITION OF THE WALK

WEATHER

The first fortnight was largely sunny which contributed to a pleasant increase in air temperature.
However, on the 15th of April we were caught up in a spectacular thunder and lightning storm.
The day almost became night as the dark clouds gathered and the heavens opened. The streams
suddenly filled and rushed into the reservoir topping up the level. The dam overflow had been
reduced to almost a trickle prior to the downpour.

OBSERVATIONS
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It has been well-used throughout the month but was particularly
heavily used over the Easter Bank Holiday period. It is especially
pleasing to see more visitors to the Island taking advantage of the
walk and enjoy themselves. Apart from the storm period, the path has
been drying out nicely and the whole area was trimmed very
sympathetically towards the end of the month; giving it a well-tended
appearance.

As the month wore on the earlier yellow blossoms of Daffodils, Primroses and Lesser Celandine
were replaced by the resplendently patriotic red (Red Campion, Herb Robert), white (Three-
cornered Leek) and blue (Bluebells). The latter have been wonderfully prolific and would give the
Bluebell Wood a good run for its money in any competition!

It is interesting to note an increasing number of white albino forms of Bluebells this year as they
have sprung up in a number of new locations. The trees are coming into leaf and produce an array
of shades of green joining the yellow-green flowers of Alexanders(above right). Elm fruit(below
left) have made a showy appearance as, indeed, have the Oak catkins. Spent, fluffy Aspen catkins
carpeted the path whilst looking skyward the white and pale pink blossom of Hawthorn, Elder,
Rowan and Bird Cherry were a delight.

The warm weather encouraged some more insect life which was of great interest to the large
open-mouthed Trout in mid-month. Red Admiral, Speckled Wood and Cabbage White Butterflies
made a welcome return. The warm, damp period encouraged the growth of fungi with more
Amanita gemmata to be seen.

A large fungus – believed to be Dyer’s Mazegill (Phaeolus schweinitzii) was
found on the lower section of the trunk of a Monterey Pine. Another
colony of large fungi was found in the pine needles in a bank in another
pine area and identified as Brown Roll-rim (Paxillus involutus). Blackcaps,
Chaffinches and Song Thrushes were in full song; Greenfinches and Long-
tailed Tits joined Blackbirds, Chiffchaffs, Robins and Blue Tits. Common
Sandpipers were seen on a few occasions as were the Tufted Ducks, and
more female Mallards and broods braved the open waters.



Little Grebes have been in evidence on most visits but on one occasion their normal calm
behaviour gave way to aggressive acts when they stretched their necks and almost flew across the
water as if alarmed.

Young Coot chicks were seen swimming near the derelict farmhouse. At another location, adjacent
to the road, a pair of Coot nested and could be viewed. The male dutifully and tirelessly bringing
in beaks full of raw materials for the female to arrange on her nest. The eggs hatched on the last
day of the month and three rather large and demanding offspring were seen being furiously fed
by the mother. What a highlight and a promising way to end the month. It will be interesting to
note their progress next month.
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